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Spoken Arabic for Beginners- Summer Programs  

 اللغة العربية العامية
July Intensive Course  

 

  
Language of instruction: English (first week) and Arabic 

Credits: 5 

 

I- COURSE MATERIALS: 

Course Book: 

The Textbook used in the course is: 

Othman, Omar. 2013. Yalla Niḥki ʽArabi (Let's Speak Arabic), Book 1 and Book 2. 

Jerusalem: Al-Quds University. 

 

 

 II- COURSE DESCRIPTION AND STRUCTURE:  

  

This course is designed for students with no prior knowledge of Spoken Arabic or the written 

language (MSA). An emphasis will be put on the Levantine Dialects. 

 

The program is based on the principle of immersion, the active use of the language of study, both 

inside and outside the classroom. The language of instruction will be therefore Arabic though 

during the first week the instructor will use also English to explain the foundations of the Spoken 

Arabic. Gradually we will move to Arabic as the program progresses.  

 

Students are introduced to the spoken Arabic first of all through the rich world of Greetings and 

then by exposing them to a few chosen topics that are necessary to facilitate their way in 

everyday conversations. 

 

This program also exposes the students to the fascinating Arab culture, The Variety of Arab 

societies in Israel, Arabic songs and conversations with Arab Native speakers. Card games and 

working in groups are used to assist in a better absorption of the material taught in class.  

 

 

Classes meet four days a week for five hours each day. In order to provide an opportunity for 

students to actually speak Arabic and immerse themselves in the culture, an academic tour will 

take place on the fifth day to locations of interest in various Arab communities in Israel, such as: 

The old City of Acre, Druze Villages in The Golan Hights and Jerusalem. 
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III- COURSE GOALS:   
 

This course aims to familiarize students with the local spoken Arabic in terms of acquiring basic 

skills in vocabulary and grammar. Emphasis is put on current topics to enable students to 

communicate with native-Arabic speakers in actual everyday situations. 

 

 

IV- FINAL GRADE: 

  
The determination of the final grade is weighted as follows: 

 

Attendance                                           10% 

Participation and homework:               20% 

Periodical quizzes                                30% 

Final Presentation:                             40% 

 

 

V- COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 

 

  

Homework:  
Students should come to class every day fully prepared and having carefully completed all 

homework assignments.  

 

 

In class :  

Students are expected to attend class on time and to participate fully in all class activities. Class 

participation will be an important factor in determining the final grade. 

*Academic tours are part of the program and are obligatory. 

 

 

Office Hours: 

 A. Instructor's Office:   

The instructor will hold a weekly office hour once a week, the exact time 

and place will be announced in class. Please use the office hours for 

questions, special requests or a need for extra help.  

 B. International School Office Hours: 

Sunday–Thursday from 08:00-09:00, 13:00-15:00, in room 228, Hatter 

Student building. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

                                                                        
 

   

    Abba Hushi Blvd 1, Mount Carmel, Haifa 3478601, Israel   3478601הר הכרמל, חיפה, 1שד' אבא חושי 

 

 

 

July Intensive Course – Spoken Arabic for beginners 

 

The Aim of this Course is to teach the local spoken Arabic (colloquial) on an elementary level in terms of 

acquiring basic skills in vocabulary and grammar. Emphasis is put on current topics to enable students to 

communicate with native-Arabic speakers in actual everyday situations. 

Topics: 

Grammar: 

The letters  

Pronouns  

Question words 

Verb conjugations (Past, Present, Future, Imperative) 

Noun inflections  

Numbers  

Adjectives 

Conversational Topics: 

Introducing oneself 

Greetings  

Family 

Verbs\ actions 

 

 

How do you feel today? 

Colors 

Days of the week  

Months of the year 

Seasons and weather 

Time expressions 

What's the time? 

Directions 

Holidays 

Expressions of politeness and commands 

In the coffee shop and restaurant 

Meals and food 

Market and shopping 

Body parts 
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Topics and Materials taught in Details 

 

 

Week 1 

 

 
- Introduction:  

Semitic languages + 2 variations of one language: diglossia and 

differences between MSA and colloquial Arabic dialects) 

 

- Pronunciation of Arabic letters: The Arabic alphabet + transcription 

symbols used  

 

Tuesday 

 

- Introducing oneself and getting to know each other - Simple basic 

questions (What's your name? where are you from? where do you live? 

how are you?)  

 

- The Definite Article p. - "Sun Letters" and "Moon Letters", gemination 

and assimilation  

 

- Question Words  

 

- Masculine Nouns Declensions p. 11 

 

Wednesday 

 

-  Continue: Masculine Nouns Declensions p. 11 

 

- Feminine Noun Declensions p. 15 

 

- Greetings and courtesy expressions in different occasions (pp. 7-8, 

117-119 + Learning some "cultural/social codes" (e.g. shaking hands, 

appropriate/ inappropriate behavior, official and casual situations...)  

 

Thursday 
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Sunday 

 

Week 2: 

 

 

Session 1: 

 

 - Continue: Greetings – Activities and exercises: listening, pictures, 

activity with cards, exercises (book) 

 

Session 2: 

 

- Directions and Prepositions, exercises: objects in class and using 

the map 

 

Session 3: 

 

- Some adjectives pp. 19-20 

 

- Participles p. 27 + song: “bābūri rāyeḥ bābūri jāy”  

 

- Starting with telling the time p. 23 

 

Monday 

 

Session 1: 

 

- Exercises (checking HW) 

 

- Numbers 0-12 + Telling the time p. 23 

 

Session 2: 

 

- Verb Conjugations: the verb “to visit” and other verbs (to be, to 
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say, to go, to see…) pp. 34-35: 

Some rules for conjugation - vowels, suffixes and prefixes in the past 

tense + future/present (B-prefix and simple prefix) + command 

 

- In-class Activity (pairs/groups): conversation/telling a story by 

using pictures  

 

Session 3: 

 

 - Before the trip to Acre (“Introduction”): some vocabulary and 

pictures – The old town, port and sea, the wall of Acre, mosque, the 

Hammam…  

 

Tuesday Field trip 

Wednesday 

 

Session 1: 

 

Days of the week p. 41 + practice (song: “Yōm ‘asal w yōm baṣal”) 

 

Session 2: 

 

- Review and additional notes and rules for verbs compared to 

participles 

 

- Exercise in class: Talking about Acre trip + using pictures  

 

 Session 1: 

 

- Review and exercises 

 

- Two extra notes: Simple future  by using the helping verb “raḥ …” 

+ Present progressive by using “ ʽam …” 
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- Direct object suffixes p. 39 + long/short vowel before the direct 

object suffixes (ex. 2 p. 39)  

 

- Verb negation (past p. 50 and B-prefix p. 62)  

 

- Quiz 1 

 

Session 2: 

 

- In the coffee shop/ restaurant pp. 24-25 (also: p. 46) 

vocabulary and pictures + Exercise: Acting out – waiter and guest 

 

 

Week 3 : 

Sunday  12:00- 15:00 pm 

*Cooking class in Isfya at Tabuun Amasha (bakery 

and restaurant) 

 

* Tour: Visit to an  eastern sweet store, and to 

coffee roaster shop. 

 

 

Monday  Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

- Warm-up activity: worksheet ( focus on 

introducing myself, where I am from, 

where I live, etc.. and  greetings) 

- Speaking activity about the visit in Isfya 

(Feedback+ review) focus on verbs (to 

see, cook, eat, drink, how much), nouns, 

and adjectives. Family and life story. 

- Colors (general), the color I like 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 
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- The weather p. 26 

- The seasons p. 104+105 

                Focus on the new vocabulary 

- Worksheet: How is the weather today? 

Section 3: 12:15-13:45 

- Exercises in the book 26, 104,105 

- Comparative and Superlative adjectives 

p. 106 

- Summary activity: “Tell a story”. 

(Students where devided to 4 groups, 

each took pictures and vocabulary and 

where asked to tell a story. The focus is 

on using the new vocabulary learned 

during the day and in previous weeks.  

H.W: P. 59 , p.60 (10-20), p.61 (3), p.105 

   

Tuesday  

 

field trip 

 

Wednesday  

 

Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

               No class 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 

- Conversation and feedback about the trip 

to the Golan Hights yesterday. Focusing 

on verbs, adjectives, and vocabulary. 

- PowerPoint (The Golan Hights- general). 

 

- H.W checking 

 

- The Family: PowerPoint presentation 

about the members of the family) 

- New vocabulary 

-  Worksheet: My family 

- Drawing Family tree and speaking about 

it. 

-  Excercises in the book : p. 66+67 

- Various feasts: p. 67 

- Hany and Muna: Story p. 68 

Section 3: 12:15-13:45 

- Declensions of various words p.70 +71 



 

 

  

                                                                        
 

   

    Abba Hushi Blvd 1, Mount Carmel, Haifa 3478601, Israel   3478601הר הכרמל, חיפה, 1שד' אבא חושי 

(about, on, without, between, all, other 

than, like, alone, age) 

- Activity: Verbs review 

- Vocabulary review p.72 + Adjectives 

review p. 77 

H.W: Preparing for the Quiz 

Section 4: 14:00-14:45 

- Oral practice with native speakers 

  

Thursday  

 

Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

- The map of Israel p. 91-93 

- The map of the wold 

- Directions 

- Where I am from? (focus on Country, 

ocean, capital city, continent, borders 

city, village, culture) 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 

- Ordinal numbers p.101 + exercises  

- The apartment p. 102- 103 +exercises 

- Activity:  My current apartment and my 

dream apartment.   

- Quiz review 

H. W: P. 73-80  

Section 3: 12:15-13:45: Quiz 

 

 

 

Week 4 

 

 

Sunday  

 

field trip 

Monday  

 

 

 

Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

 

-  H.W checking p. 102, 103 

- My apartment p. 102 

- Describe your apartment 
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- Speaking activity using pictures of houses 

and apartments 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 

- Food (Vegetables and fruits) p. 

114,115,116 

- Video: preparing tabulee and fruit salad 

- Activity using pictures of food.  

Section 3: 12:15-13:45 

- Power point presentation: the meals, 

cooking verbs. Cooking and baking  tools 

- The colors : review 

- Activity: 

H.W: “what are we cooking tonight” 

 

 

Tuesday  Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

- Computer class 

- Watching a story:” the spoiled princess” 

- Watching a video:” preparing Caesar 

salad” 

H.w: continue with the exercises. 

 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 

- P. mā 112-115  

- Food review (vegetables, fruit, meals, 

food, and drinks) 

- Dialogue: Using pictures and words 

- Ordering food at the restaurant. 

 

Section 3: 12:15-13:45 

- At the doctor’s clinic p. 71-75 (Book part 

2) 

- Declension of dual parts of the body 

- Body disabilities 

- The human body 

- Activity: make a story out of a picture 

- At the doctor’s clinic: “ you are sick” 

describe your health condition to the 

doctor or the nurse 
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H.W: exercises p. 73 (1+2), p.74 (3) 

 

Wednesday  Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

- H.W checking 

- At the doctor’s clinic- general review 

using pictures 

- Activity: describe a picture (different 

pictures at the clinic) 

 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 

- Clothes and colors p.88 

- Exercise 1, p.90 

- Fashion show 

- Activity: Describe a picture 

- The animals and birds p. 90+91 

 

Section 3: 12:15-13:45 

- Reviewing the verbs in the book: 

- Verb to: travel, do, bring, send p. 91 

- Verb to put, ask p. 95 

- Verb to stay, eat, give p. 107 

- Verb to arrive, write p. 110 

- Activity: make sentence of verbs 

- Make a story of several verbs 

 

Thursday Section 1: 8:30- 10:00 

- General review: before the final 

presentation 

 

Section 2: 10:15- 11:45 

- Presentations (Two different room) 

Section 3: 12:15-13:45 

- Summary and goodbye party 

- Activity with the students. 
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We Wish you a Fruitful Course and a wonderful summer in Israel 

The Arabic Program Staff 

 


