
Through the View Finder: Israeli Cinema and TV (Spring) 

Course Description 

From mid-19th century daguerreotypes to the first film taken by the brothers Lumiere, 

from films sponsored by the Jewish Agency of early 20th century Eastern European 

Jewish pioneers, to the current explosion of Israeli cinema and television, otherwise 

known as the Golden Age of Israeli television, in this class we will explore Israel in 

all its complexity through the camera view finder.  

Though the first feature films were only shot in the 1930s, and then just a few, since 

1960, over 200 have been filmed in the country. Some, like Exodus, are Hollywood-

based and established the image of the sabra in the world's eye. But most films were 

and are local productions filmed for a fraction of an American or European budget 

(one large caveat... in our content hungry world, major American media platforms, 

such as Netflix and HBO have begun filming Israeli stories in Israel as well). A 

respectable number of native Israeli films have been shortlisted in the Academic 

Award’s Foreign Film category, but up until recently, most of Israel’s films have not 

been so known outside of the country, even though they, like film all over the world, 

represent a unique picture of a nation and a land in transition. 

We will watch movies and tv episodes (at home), read critical articles on the 

development of Israel cinema, and even have a guest lecturer or two – professionals in 

the Israeli film world today, to allow a more nuanced and multifaceted understanding 

of Israel's complex history of identity, place, community, and landscape -- and its 

continual metamorphosis through time. These films will provide us with an 

opportunity to not only examine aesthetic and cinematic qualities, but will help us 

gain insight into the contemporary cultural and political contexts in which these works 

have been created.  

 

 


