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Course Description:

This course examines the shift in Area Studies research from a focus on “civilizational
centres” of India and China to the peripheral borderlands of Southeast Asia and the
Himalaya. This transition, which can be traced back to the rise of a multipolar world
order following the fall of the Eastern Bloc, highlights the consequences of political
change for the production of academic knowledge. The course explores the intellectual
origins and development of this shift and its impact on the conceptualization of
“stateless” societies in Asian borderlands, also known as “Zomian” spaces. Through case
studies and key debates, students will gain a deep understanding of Himalayan societies,
the politics of ethnic identities, and their reflections in historical writing.

Credit: 4 credits.

Time and Location: Online Moodle course.

Academic Requirements: Completion of all online assignments and quizzes,
participation in discussions. active engagement with assigned readings. Progress from one
section to the next is contingent on completion of all previous assignments (you will not
be able to access the next assignment without completing current section assignments).

* Please note that the working language of this course is English and that all assignments,
exercises, etc. are to be completed in English.

Grading: 50% Quizzes, 30% Unit Summary exercises, 10% Course assignments (e.g.,
post-it boards), 10% Participation.

Office Hours and Contact Information:
Mondays 11:00-12:00, Room 1012, Eshkol Tower or by appointment
E-mail: amoran@humanities.haifa.ac.il
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